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 It is probably not uncommon for most editors to feel a sense of rushing anxiety before their fi nal product is printed and distributed for many to see.
 There is no doubt I strongly identify with those feelings. But what I feel even more strongly is a sense of joy as this semester’s issue of The Point something I know students will enjoy reading and refl ecting over. Although this is only the fourth issue of The Point, I am certain this will be one that can be proudly added to the growing legacy of The Point magazine. 

 When the Point class and staff put their heads together to measure the climate of campus issues we came away with a seemingly random but altogether very relevant mix of stories. The objective was to collect and tell stories that are important to you. In this issue, we took a look at the biblical perspectives on miraculous healings, we sat with a student who was a Christian but became a Mormon (before returning back to Christianity), and we listened to the transformation of an alumnus and her healing from divorce. Among other, ‘lighter’ issues, we profi led student business ventures and how to give your Facebook a break! If you come away from reading this issue enlightened and entertained, I think we can safely say our task has been accomplished. It was with great motivation from the student writers and photographers, tireless determined nights from the editors, and endless encouragement from our advisor that we are able to see this issue come together in staple-bound form. 
 I like what I see and I think you will too. Happy reading!

Elizabeth A. Choi
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“I like lip balms like bottled 

water – I’m willing to try a 

lot of different kinds and this 

one is the best. You get a thick 

layer of coverage so it doesn’t 

take fi ve minutes to apply. 

The ‘Ring Around the Rosie’ 

application days are over.”

$3.50 at drugstores or at 

Biola’s Bookstore

Burt’s Bees Beeswax Lip Balm 
Charity Highley, Art Director

“I have a built-in retainer…It takes 
far too much time and is entirely 
inconvenient to thread fl oss every 
time I get food stuck in it. These 
toothpicks actually work with re-
tainers. They suffi ce until I can 
brush my teeth or fl oss.”
Around $1.27 at drugstores

“It’s the perfect carrying size. I like it 

because it’s durable and helps me keep 

my life organized. I take it with me 

everywhere.”

$9.95 at Barnes and Nobles

Moleskine Journal/Planner  
Lynnette Woo, Senior Copy Editor
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“I’ve spent many hours doing home-
work on this chair – and usually I end 
up asleep before long. Defi nitely not an 
inexpensive product but that’s why you 
get a roommate that has one – that’s 
what I did!”
Free with Roommate

Large, Comfy, Reclining Armchair 
Michael Farr, Managing Editor

“I love to travel and like to have my 
passport handy since I never know 
when an opportunity will arise.”
US Passport Fees start at $97

U.S. Passport
Ronalynn Lieggi, Photo Editor

S

The Doctor’s BrushPicks Soft-Touch Toothpicks
Brittany McComb, Copy Editor



“Hot, chocolate-y, melt-in-your 
mouth brownies. Bake them in 
the lobby of your dorm and make 
lots of new friends…or eat them 
all yourself. HEAVEN on earth. 
Just don’t forget the milk!”
$9.83 for 7lb box at Costco 

Ghirardelli Triple Chocolate Brownies Mix  
Karissa Nedeau, Copy Editor

f we
“This is not your typical bottled 
beverage. It’s unique shape, light 
f lavor and distinct way of pop-
ping it open make it appealing in 
every way.”
$1.30 per bottle at most Asian super-

markets

Ramune – Japanese Carbonated Soft Drink 
Xiomara Hartzler, Assistant Art Director
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“Convenient to the core.”
$18.50 at swissarmy.com

Victorinox Swiss Army Edelweiss Classic SD 
Liz Choi, Editor in Chief

“Disneyland Park is one of the great-
est places to hang out for whatever 
you need! Whenever I get bored or 
need a little change from Biola, I 
drive just 15 minutes to the Happiest 
Place on Earth.” 
Southern California Select Annual Pass 
starts at $129. 

Disneyland Pass
Nicole Challender, Visual Director

Love
Photos by: Charity Highley
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AN: 
ormon Student Rediscovers His Christian Faith

                  by Natalie Bahadori

 Nathan Saad places his Book of Mormon on his desk. “I just wanted to let you guys know that I’m a   Mormon    and 

will only be here for a semester until I can get into BYU,” he says. His roommate, Mike Herman looks at 

their other roommate, Phil Hamilton, in disbelief. Herman and Hamilton look at the person standing before them 

– a friendly guy with black Hoven glasses. After some moments of silence, Herman fi nally asks, “But I thought 

you had to be a Christian in order to get accepted in Biola.” Saad looks at them, smiles and says, “You do…it’s a 

long story.”

The story really begins during Saad’s junior year of high school. 

Growing up, Saad’s parents often brought him to Catholic mass on 

Sundays, but this year he was invited by some of his closest friends 

to attend the Presbyterian Church of the Masters. He accepted their 

invitation and quickly became involved in Christian activities at 

his high school.  He even served as a leader of the Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes (FCA). By senior year Saad decided he wanted 

to go to Biola to further his knowledge of 

the Christian faith and to grow spiritually. 

In October of 2001 he received his letter of 

acceptance and everything appeared promising 

– until a school project dramatically changed 

the course of his journey of faith.  

“I fi rst met my Mormon friends in my 

American Cultures class,” Saad says. “We 

became close when we did the group project. 

They didn’t bring up Mormonism because 

they knew of my Christian background, but they would joke about converting me.” In this 

class, Saad was introduced to Jaenny Lynn. 

“She saw me as her best friend and someone who deserved to know the truth,” Saad 

recalls. “She wasn’t intimidated by my Christian background. She saw me as a friend who 

might enjoy the church.” 

He agreed to go to a Fireside Chat with Lynn and soon after found himself attending 

Seminary in the mornings before school. On his third Sunday visit, missionaries asked if he 

would like to take discussions, a set of lessons about the Mormon Church. Saad agreed, and 

when he went to his fi rst discussion, he really enjoyed it. 

Photos by Justin Sledge



“They were so genuine. I decided then 

and there that I was going to be baptized. The 

missionaries didn’t ask me if I wanted to, I just 

knew that I would.”

When word spread that Saad was going 

to Fireside Chat and to Seminary, his Christian 

friends became concerned. They tried to talk 

him out of his decisions, but to no avail. In 

fact their lack of respect for the Mormon faith 

frustrated him.

“I would avoid confl ict with them as 

much as possible,” he says, “No matter what 

they said, I didn’t accept what they told me.” 

Saad’s fellow FCA leaders approached 

him when  they heard about his decision to be 

baptized. “They told me I couldn’t be a leader 

anymore if I was baptized in the Mormon 

Church. I told them I understood. I still went 

to FCA at night sometimes with some of my 

Mormon friends, but I was no longer on the 

leadership team.”

Saad was baptized into the Mormon 

Church on a Saturday morning in April. “It’s 

a funny story. I actually woke up from a nap 

and was late to my own baptism. My friend 

Tyler called me and asked what was up. I think 

they were worried that I wasn’t going to show 

up. I was confi dent that I was making the right 

decision though.” 

Since his baptism and conversion, going 

to school at Biola became less appealing and 

Brigham Young University (BYU) soon took 

over as Saad’s school of preference.  His parents 

said it was up to him — did he want to waste 

his Cal Grant and go to a community college or 

stick it out at Biola for a semester? Saad decided 

he would go to Biola for the semester until he 

could get into BYU.  

Back in his Sigma dorm room, with his 

two new roommates standing shell-shocked 

in front of him, Saad began to recount the 

long and rather curious journey that brought 

him — a Mormon — to a private Christian 

college. Looking back, Herman remembers 

that it wasn’t so much a threatening situation 

as it was uncomfortable. “I was as judgmental 

as a Pharisee,” Herman says, “and felt like a 

Mormon didn’t belong in a school with 100% 

Christian admittance.” 

“It was their mission in life to convert me 

back to Christianity,” Saad says with a laugh.

  Sometimes Herman and Hamilton left 

literature on Saad’s desk — items they pulled 

from the Internet, including Mormon articles 

presenting Jesus and Satan as brothers and other 

matters they hoped would prove Mormonism 

as ludicrous. Saad, however, threw most of 

them away. Other times he would keep them 

just to show his Mormon friends.

“Being the ignorant freshman that I was, 

I thought I knew everything about Christianity 

and all the tricks to make a seeking Mormon 

“I just wanted to 
let you guys know 
that I’m a Mormon 

and will only be 
here for a semester 

until I can get 
into BYU”
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choose the Jesus I know,” Herman refl ects. 

“What I didn’t know at the time was that love 

and compassion probably would have gone a 

lot further…I think now I would have taken 

the time to listen to his concerns and try to 

address his spiritual needs as a friend, rather 

than launch an assault on his ideas.” 

Later in the semester Saad found out guys 

on his fl oor were constantly praying for him 

specifi cally in their prayer groups. At the time, 

he was offended. 

“We never had a formal prayer chain, 

but those of us who knew would defi nitely 

bring it up at prayer groups whenever it was 

appropriate. There were several people on 

our fl oor who knew about Nate considering 

Mormonism,” Herman says.

Saad’s fi rst semester at Biola is one he 

would like to forget. He felt out of place and 

missed his Mormon friends. He went home 

every weekend to visit them and to attend 

Fireside Chat.

“All my Mormon friends were a little 

worried about me being at an all Christian 

school where I would most likely be persecuted 

big time, but I told them not to worry,” Saad 

says. Despite many frustrations, Saad still made 

a few good friends at Biola. 

One of his best friends from high school, 

Kristin Lamont, also attended Biola. “Kristin 

was there for me the whole time I was at Biola. 

She helped me deal with my roommates and all 

the persecution. I was really thankful to her,” 

Saad says.

Saad applied to BYU while at Biola and was 

accepted for winter term. He moved to Utah 

and was situated in his new dorm by January. 

Besides having to adjust to colder weather, the 

fi rst week was everything he expected it to be 

— the people he lived with at BYU were as nice 

and welcoming as his Mormon friends at home. 

The second week, however, Saad made some 

unexpected and discoveries about his faith.

“My Book of Mormon class and different 

church meetings I went to started claiming 

things which went against what I knew to be 

true my whole life,” Saad says. “For the fi rst 

time I was beginning to question the Mormon 

doctrine and I hated myself for it.”

Saad was angry that he could not simply 

accept what he was hearing. When his BYU 

professors began teaching doctrine such as the 

three unpardonable sins – murder, adultery, 

and blasphemy – Saad says, “The red fl ags 

went up everywhere.” He had been taught, 

and still believed, that the blood of Christ 

paid for all sins.

By mid-January, the questions fogged 

Saad’s mind. It was only the beginning of 

his third week at BYU, and he found him-

self in a place he defi nitely did not foresee 

– sitting alone in his dorm room, listening 

to Christian worship music, reading his Bi-

ble and praying about his doubts. Suddenly, 

the phone rang. Saad picked it up and was 

greeted by the voice of Steve Munsey, a close 

Christian friend who, at the time, was living 

halfway across the world in Australia. Saad 

recalls thinking how this was too much of 

a coincidence: the exact moment he needed 

comfort he received a call from a friend who 

not only lived miles away but knew nothing 

of his struggle.

“As soon as he called, I knew in my heart 

that the Mormon Church was false,” Saad says.

He explained his situation to Munsey who 

didn’t pressure him but encouraged Saad 

to pray about his struggles and confusion 

and to seek God to find the answers he was 

looking for. 

Besides taking Munsey’s advice, Saad 

started asking his Mormon teachers ques-

tions. He asked about the church’s stance on 

grace, the trinity and the three unpardon-

able sins. They said adultery can be forgiven 

once, murder cannot be forgiven in this 

lifetime, and the denial of the Holy Ghost 

is entirely unacceptable.

Knowing their view of grace contra-

dicted what he had held as true his whole 

life, Saad left BYU at the end of that semes-

ter. By April of 2003, he was back in Cali-

fornia.  At home Saad went to see the bishop 

and state president of the Mormon church. 

He asked the same questions he had asked 

his teachers at BYU and they gave him the 

same answers. Saad left the Mormon church, 

unconvinced and dissatisfied. 

“My Book of 
Mormon class…
started claiming 

things which 
went against 
what I knew 
to be true my 
whole life. For 
the fi rst time I 
was beginning 
to question the 
Mormon doc-

trine and I hated 
myself for it.”
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Saad wanted to return to Biola; Biola, however, wasn’t sure about his Christian 

commitment and told him to wait a semester before returning. After a short time 

at Saddleback Junior College, Saad was readmitted to Biola in the spring of 2004.  

His f irst semester back was slightly stressful, f illed with meeting new people and 

adjusting back to dorm life at Biola. But by second semester he had made good friends 

and was enjoying the challenge of his Bible classes. “I f inally felt I was where I 

belonged,” Saad says.

Having gone to a Christian church for only a short time, Saad says he didn’t have the 

solid foundation he needed, thus becoming vulnerable to Mormonism. “If you have a true 

understanding of your faith,” Saad states, “you will not grasp the Mormon doctrine.”

Graduating as a Social Science History major in December 2006, Saad spends his 

time observing classes and is now a substitute teacher at East Shore Elementary School 

in Irvine. He hasn’t been to a Mormon church in a year and a half, but still sees his 

Mormon friends on occasion.

“[I] take the time to talk with them and discuss issues that Christians f ind skewed 

about their faith, like their concept of grace. When I am with my Mormon friends, 

I listen to what they have to say,” he explains, “I don’t judge them; I just try and get 

them to understand the reasons behind my beliefs.”

CRAIG HAZEN
  Craig Hazen, director of the M.A. 
program in Christian Apologetics and 
Associate Professor of Comparative 
Religion and Apologetics at Biola, is 
heavily involved with reaching out to 
the Mormon community, specifi cally 
through dialogue with ‘giants’ of the 
Mormon faith.
   Dr. Hazen often visits Mariner’s, a 
Mormon tabernacle, where he speaks 
with their senior Mormon teacher. He 
also visits BYU twice a year to speak to 
the senior religion faculty. As part of 
his ministry, he also invites his Mor-
mon friends to his home.
  “We have a nice conversation and 
eventually their guard goes down. 
When this happens, we can have a 
meaningful discussion without them 
being insulted by any demeaning 
behavior. It works.”
     Dr. Hazen often deals with criticism 
from Christians on his approach for 
reaching out to Mormons. He says that 
they think he is being too nice, and is, 
therefore, ineffective.
   “It’s actually very simple,” he says. 
“In order to reach them on a deep level, 
you have to treat them kindly and be pa-
tient. Their guard goes down and that’s 
when you build relationships.” 
   Christians who are confused and 
unsatisfi ed in their walk with God, 
he says, usually fi nd the Mormon path 
rather appealing. “The best targets are 
nominal Christians who are confused 
and unsatisfi ed with where they are in 
their faith,” he says. 
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Forget the Yellow Pages or Craig’s List. Students need look no further than BUBBS or their dorm 

bulletin to fi nd a qualifi ed hair stylist, photographer, or musician. Biola students have found ways to 

make their hobbies useful by providing these services for their peers. From clock making to cookie 

baking, these students impact their campus and connect with others simply by doing what they love.

Sophomores Kara Paone and Kaitlin 

Brown stumbled upon the key to their baking 

success one day at Brown’s grandfather’s 

bakery. Stan Tolhaus, Brown’s grandpa, had 

owned the bakery and made exceptionally 

tasty sweets.

“People especially enjoyed his special 

chocolate chip cookies and asked what was 

in the recipe. He never told,” says Brown. 

After Brown’s grandpa passed away last 

December, Brown and Paone were helping to 

clean out his bakery when they uncovered 

the secret he had been hiding. 

“We were ripping down things, and I 

was starting to take the wallpaper away. It 

was then that I saw the recipe,” Brown recalls.  

With excitement and surprise, Brown and 

Paone found all of his recipes written on the 

walls inside the bakery. 

“We stopped everything we were doing 

and tried to perfect the recipe,” says Brown. 

Through trial and error they discovered what 

gave the cookies such a distinct taste.

Paone and Brown now sell their 

freshly baked chocolate chip cookies every 

Wednesday night in Horton. Their slogan, 

“Made with love”, is the mantra the girls go 

by when preparing and baking their cookies. 

They see baking as a way to make their 

consumers feel special. 

Paone says, “We’ve even gotten milk and 

brought it to the people.”  

Writings on the Wall                          

From the Left: Kaitlin Brown and Kara Paone

By Jennifer Thatch

Photos by Caitlin Hassler

Dorm  Rooms,

INC.
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Armed with scissors and hot irons, 

Cheryl Massingill and Stephanie Marquedant 

spend their spare time beautifying Biola’s 

campus, one lock at a time.

Massingill, a junior elementary education 

major, is a self-taught hair stylist who has been 

doing hair since the eighth grade. “In high 

school, I would charge girls to do their hair for 

dances. I also styled hair for my high school’s 

plays. I got to do some amazing facial hair for 

‘Fiddler on the Roof’,” says Massingill.

 At Biola, she styles hair for the girls in 

her hall and has even had the opportunity to 

work on various film projects.

“I ended up working on three films last 

year: ‘Smooch,’ the Northern music video, 

and ‘Choices,’ ” says Massingill. “It was a lot 

of fun working on a film set and seeing how 

the actors can get into character through 

their hair and wardrobe.”

Marquedant also offers affordable 

services to students. As a junior sociology 

major with an emphasis in social work, she 

likes to take the opportunity to talk to people 

and hear their stories while she works.

“I am a licensed cosmetologist and love 

to cut hair. I know that everyone needs hair 

cuts, and as poor college students most of us 

don’t have that money that it will cost to go 

to a salon,” says Marquedant. 

She’s around more often this year since 

she has become an RA in Horton, so she does 

                   Tending To Your Tresses

hair in her dorm room instead of at a salon. 

She provides haircutting, styling, perming, 

and hair-coloring for both men and women.

“Money wise [it’s] not too profi table, 

but I love talking to people and enjoy hearing 

their story,” Marquedant says. “So if you think 

that learning more about people is profi table 

then it’s very profi table.”

Stephanie Marquedant

Cheryl Massingill
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“I was on a trip to Kenya and randomly 

had a camera with me. I liked the idea of 

experiencing a new place and capturing the 

memories of it,” says senior Shannon Leith. 

Leith took her first photography class 

when she returned from Kenya.  A teacher 

encouraged her to make portfolios of her 

work and frame prints of pictures she had 

captured. 

“I got great responses from a lot of 

people,” says Leith. The positive experience 

and feedback became the influence that 

pushed her decision to become an art major. 

Leith now uses her photography skills 

everyday, capturing as many experiences as 

she can.

“I worked as an RA in Sigma for two 

                   Photographic Memories
years and had the job of being historian. It 

was really fun to be able to share memories 

with others,” she says.

Leith’s work is displayed in Student 

Services and Common Grounds and she 

was also a photographer for the Biola Film 

Festival. What really launched her reputation 

as a skilled photographer were the wedding 

photographs she took for a friend on the 

Sigma RA staff. Since then, she has done 

weddings and portraits for many other 

Biolans.

This photographer has discovered a lot 

about herself through her work. “I’ve learned 

how to pay attention to what’s going on and 

to slow down as I run around trying to figure 

out life,” she says.

Shannon Leith
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Karissa Sywulka, a junior history major, 

combines her passion and fine craft skills to 

make ordinary clocks into creative timepieces. 

Students can turn to Sywulka for a unique 

gift or one-of-a-kind art piece for their 

dorm room. 

Sywulka’s clock making began in high 

school when a fluke in her schedule led to 

her first opportunity to work with wood. 

“I was looking forward to learning about 

music theory, but the class was cancelled. 

Since I no longer had music theory for a sixth 

period class, I decided to take on woodshop,” 

says Sywulka.

Sywulka didn’t know what to expect when 

she signed up for woodshop, but through hard 

work and the help of her teacher, she excelled. 

Now she uses her skills to assemble and add 

detail to her handmade clocks.  This semester 

Not Your Grandfather’s Clock          
she has made and sold ten clocks.

Sywulka’s clocks incorporate a variety of 

colors and designs. Her wares are distinctive, 

from a clock featuring a black tree against a 

red background to a bright blue clock with 

an intricate swirl design. She customizes each 

piece with special attention to the details. 

“It takes one and a half hours to make 

seven wooden planks. Centering numbers 

and varnishing takes 15 minutes per clock,” 

Sywulka says.

Sywulka began giving her handmade 

clocks as gifts. Whether it was her friend’s 

birthday or another special occasion, she 

would take the time to create a clock from 

scratch and add personal touches. 

“Everyone’s presents were clocks,” she 

laughs. She still gives clocks as gifts, paired 

with her own handmade cards.  Eventually 

Sywulka started selling her wares to friends 

who were intrigued by her special skills. 

“I get to relax and enjoy doing this. God 

has blessed me with this skill,” says Sywulka.

Karissa Sywulka

Andrew (Andy) Toy’s musical career began 

simply with a familiar children’s song.  “When 

I was six years old, I went to my cousin’s 

birthday party and another one of my cousins 

started playing ‘Twinkle Twinkle [Little Star]’ 

on the piano,” recalls Toy. “I was really jealous 

and wanted to play just like he did, so I asked 

my mother if I could take lessons.  I started my 

fi rst music lessons a couple weeks later.”

Since that fateful day, Toy, a sophomore 

worship music major, has scored top marks 

in various piano competitions, including the 

highest score at the Bayou City National Piano 

Guilde Auditions in Houston, Texas. Now he 

uses his talents to teach piano, keyboard, 

guitar and bass lessons and to play at special 

events like weddings, parties and churches. 

“I have put together several bands with 

students from Biola, played in several chapels, 

and, just for fun, played a few shows of my 

own with my own music,” says Toy.

Music allows Toy to express himself, 

fueling his melodious passion. “Music is 

important to me because I feel like I can say 

so much more through music than I can 

physically speak or do,” he says. “When I play 

an instrument or sing, the music becomes a 

part of me; it is my own and no one else can 

ever take that from me.”

Toy’s musical talents also allow him to 

reach out to others.

 “I went with a band from Biola and 

we toured about fi ve cities playing worship 

concerts at different churches and centers in 

Romania for two weeks,” says Toy. “After we 

played a concert, our leader gave a brief story of 

salvation and ten Romanian kids came to Christ 

that night just by listening to our music and 

our testimony.  It’s these moments that make 

everything I’ve ever worked for worth it.”

 One Man and His Bands                                               

Andrew (Andy) Toy
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Name: Luke Payton
Hometown: Wayu Boro Village, Kenya
Major: Undeclared

“I am from the Wayu Boro Village in Kenya. It is in the Tana River 
District near Garsen.  My parents have been missionaries there for 13 
years. They are with Wycliffe.  In my village the people dress differ-
ently then they do in the city. In Wayu Boro, the men wear western 
clothing but still wear long skirt-like things to keep them cool. 
In the city the people dress a lot like they do here, in 
jeans and shirts.  It is very hot. 

This skirt is called a shuka. It is way 
cooler then jeans. We usually just wear 
collared shirts with them.  These [shoes] 
are actually tire sandals. They’re completely 
made out of old tires.  They are really cheap. 
Pretty much people just pick up old tires, cut 
them and nail them together.  I have actually 
had a lot of people ask me where I got them, 
and [tell me] that they liked them a lot.”

Name: Masami Uchida 
Hometown: Tochigi, Japan
Major: Intercultural Studies 

“I am wearing what we call a Yukata. It is rare 
in Japan today.  A long time ago in Japan it used to 
be that people would take public baths—it was 
worn by the women to the baths.  I only wear 

[it] when I go to traditional summer festivals with my friends. 
This is really only for summer because it is thinner.  Kimono is 
more formal and used in the winter. They are very expensive 
and usually cost more than $3000.  There are many Kimono 
designers that make very expensive Kimonos. We usually wear 
shoes called zeta. They are sandals with wooden soles. They 
can be fl at or platform. Girls like to wear lots of jewelry like 
fl owers in hair, and necklaces and bracelets.“

the point | 16



Cultural 
      couture

Story by: Jenna Wolf
Photos by: Christina Schantz

Name: Jocelyne Espinoza
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA
Major: Journalism; Spanish minor

“I am involved in Mexican Folkloric dancing with my church.  The music we dance to is called the ‘Marimba’. 
It shows the mix between Spanish and Carribean rhythms. This [outfi t] is from the state of Vera Cruz, which is on 
the coast of Mexico. The shoes are fl amenco style shoes. They have nails on the heel and toe, so when they hit the 
fl oor they click.”
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If you fi nd yourself cringing at some of the oldies on the 

radio late at night, cringe no more. When your station 

is slacking, key in Slacker.com. There you will fi nd a 

completely customizable personal radio. Just type in an 

artist’s name, add it to your playlist and listen all you 

want — for free! Say goodbye to the broken record and 

hello to your favorite songs.

SLACKER.COM

You don’t have to admit it; I know you were sad 
when you fi nished the last Harry Potter book. Where 

do you go from there? Going to the bookstore and 
randomly picking something new to read is a shot in 
the dark. Don’t worry, I have help.  This site allows 

you to type in the last book you read, then gives you 
ideas on what to read next. 

10

Oh, the boredom blues. Beat them by learning to 
do something new. At Instructables.com you can 
easily get access to step-by-step instructions on 
almost anything. Learn everything from how to 
make Play-doh to designing and building your 

own go-cart. If your curiosity still gets the best of 
you, head over to HowThingsWork.com.

  9

 3

It’s quite a task to stay organized in college. Post-It 
notes can easily take over the desk of any college 

student and planners only get you so far. So how can 
I manage to keep all our information and “to-do’s” in 
one spot? BackpackIt.com is how. It’s an online orga-
nizer, planner, notepad, and life-saver! Best of all, it’s 
free and extremely easy to navigate. It’s time to burn 

the Post-Its and get organized.

 2

If other websites haven’t caught 
your eye or we’ve left you wanting 
more of these quirky fi nds, then 

you’re in luck. StumbleUpon.com 
is a user-generated compilation of 
even more random web fi nds. All 
of the sites are organized by cate-

gory and we’re confi dent that you’ll 
fi nd your new favorite site – or at 
least fi nd a few ways to give your 

Facebook a break.  1
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Alas, everyone parted ways after high school. 
While it’s inconvenient to drive great lengths to 
visit friends at other colleges but you can solve 
this problem with HappyMedian.com. Type in 
up to four starting addresses of four different 
people, hit enter and wait for the best central 

location for all of you to meet! 

 5

It’s now possible to fi ght world hunger with the 
click of a mouse. Visitors’ clicks result in funds 

paid for by the site’s sponsors. All money goes to 
the United Nations Food Program – and it doesn’t 

cost you a dime. The buck doesn’t stop there; 
there’s also a store on the site where you can 

purchase great jewelry, clothes, and fair trade 
items. Of course the profi ts still go towards 

fi ghting world hunger. 

 Gas prices go up and down 
as they please.  But thanks 
to GasBuddy.com, you can 
now search for the lowest 
gas prices by city. Better 
yet, because the site in-

cludes gas prices from all 
over the country, you can 

fi nd out how much gas will 
cost on your road trip this 
spring break. Glad I could 
help you save a few bucks.

 8
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How do you know if that random café down 
the street has good coffee if you’ve never been 
there?  Well, there is a way to know prior to 
actually going and likely, someone from Yelp 
has been there.  Yelp.com is the way to fi nd the 
good, the bad, and the ugly on everything – 
bagel shops, spas, sushi joints — all reviewed 
by other Yelp users. An entire site dedicated to 
honest reviews from real people? Yelp for joy!

 6

Y
E
L
P
.
C
O
M

Woot.com is a website that sells just one item a day. The 
item is usually something electronic that has been sig-
nifi cantly discounted.  Now, who wouldn’t love a cheap 
MP3 player? The item changes every night at midnight, 

giving you something to look forward to when you’re still 
up writing that last-minute paper. Not into electronics? 
Check out the sister site, shirt.woot.com, which, natu-

rally, features one shirt a day.  Happy Wooting.

 7
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I’ve been sitting at my computer for the last three hours. No, I don’t 
have a paper due tomorrow, or an exam to study for. I don’t have 
anything to do at all. That is exactly what brought me to my laptop – 
sheer boredom. Yes, you’ve guessed it: I’m on MySpace. We’ve all been 
there, right? But you can only look at the same pictures of a friend of 
a friend so many times. 

That’s where I come in. If you’re lost when it comes to the World 
Wide Web outside of Facebook, MySpace and YouTube, here are the 
next best places to visit before (or during) cranking out that 5-page, 
single spaced philosophy paper. I am confi dent that this will give your 
MySpace account a much-deserved break. Don’t worry about thanking 
me for helping you overcome your boredom. It’s my job. 

  EB WANDERERSW
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one son’s going to be super, severely handicapped,
“To think, ‘Oh, you’re going to be a single mom,

and you’re going to live with him for the rest 
of  your life by yourself ’.

I would’ve been like, ‘Are you kidding me?
That’s a nightmare. 

They don’t make movies 
about those kinds 

of  women.”
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by Karin Hamilton
photo by Charity Highley

To Have or to Hold Off

“If I would’ve known what my life would 

contain, 25 years ago when I was at Biola, I 

would’ve been really scared and horrifi ed,” says 

Biola alumnus Becky White, as she sits with 

three of her sons in her Riverside home. 

White has defi nitely rebuilt the foundations 

of her life that were torn down four years ago. 

Her house, allegedly a mess after the low point 

in her life, bears no signs of any turmoil, but 

rather, whispers tales of the closely-knit family 

residing within. 

White continues: “To think, ‘Oh, you’re 

going to be a single mom, you’re going to have 

four boys, one’s going to be super, severely 

handicapped, and you’re going to live with him 

the rest of your life by yourself.’ I would’ve been 

like, ‘Are you kidding me? That’s a nightmare. 

They don’t make movies about those kinds of 

women.’”

White’s home refl ects her personality: 

comfortable and inviting, while still possessing 

a unique fl air — her father-in-law’s abstract art 

adorns the walls. 

White sits on her couch with her sons 

Logan and Boone, their support is evident in 

the way they touch her shoulder every so often, 

and their love is shown, in how they listen 

attentively to the story that they lived through. 

Even though Boone leaves to play on the 

computer and Logan, dressed in camoufl age, 

wanders outside with his Airsoft gun, the boys 

soon return to White’s side, reciprocating the 

devotion that their mother has shown them. 

White came into college with a successful 

track record, receiving a full scholarship from 

Biola for both volleyball and basketball. By 

the time she graduated in 1986 as a physical 

education major, she was named an 8-time All-

American Athlete. 

“I learned to be really good at things at 

Biola, just from having successes. But life is 

different than that. Life is about improving 

from failures, not about getting more and more 

successes,” she explains.

A week after graduation she married the 

man she had dated all through college. 

“We had lots, lots in common,” White says. 

“Tons of sports stuff, and we watched games 

together for hours and hours. That was a real 

basis for our relationship, just riding bikes and 

playing catch.” 

Three years into the marriage, their 

son, Trevor, was born.  Five years later came 

the triplets: Logan, Boone and Cameron. 

However, they soon discovered that Cameron 

was different from the other boys — he was 

mentally challenged and severely Autistic.  

“The idea of my life being a certain way, 

and my ability to plan that out and to make 

those things come about, was just up in the 

wind when Cameron was diagnosed. He was 

really severe,” White says.

While her husband worked as a teacher 

and coach, White worked in ministry support 

for The Grove Community Church in Riverside. 

Because the majority of her job involved 

administrative work, she was able to do most of 

her work from home, which meant she could 

bewas there to care for her four sons. 

“[My husband] was gone quite a bit, and 

during those times I would just focus even 

more on just what [it took] to get [things] 

done. Part of my energy and adrenaline came 

from just being able to get through a day and 

what I was required to do with the triplets and 



Every Biola Bob and Betty dreams of 

happily ever after.  But engaged couples rarely 

consider that their life-long commitment 

could be anything less than a dream come 

true, maybe even nonexistent 20 years from 

now. 

33 percent of born-again Christian 

marriages end in divorce, says a survey released 

by Barna Research in December 1999. Compare 

this with 34 percent of adults who, regardless 

of religion, also experience divorce. 

Because of the very nature of the 

topic, statistics are diffi cult to gather.  Dr. 

Keith Edwards, a professor of psychology at 

Rosemead, conducted a survey several years 

ago regarding the marital status of Biola 

alumni. Out of the 500 randomly selected, 184 

alumni responded and only 6 percent of those 

were divorced. 

Edwards believes this percentage is slightly 

higher, since divorced alumni might be reluctant 

to comment on their situation. Rick Bee of Biola’s 

alumni association, on the other hand, suspects 

that the rate is comparable to that of the general 

public (which Barna says is 34%). 

The fact that any married Biola alumnus 

will sign divorce papers at all, that any will 

endure the heartbreak of ripping apart a union 

that God intended to be for life, is disturbing.  

Most probably didn’t foresee a walk into court 

following their walk down the aisle. 

The factors leading to these divorces are 

perhaps the same that disintegrate marriages 

across the country. The existence of divorce 

among Biola alumni is refl ective of the even 

larger issue of divorce among Christians around 

the world. Christians may not want to believe 

it, but the culture is nonetheless infl uencing 

the Christian community. 

“The boundaries between culture and 

evangelical Christianity have become so 

permeable that the culture in a sense bleeds 

into the evangelical Christian community,” 

says Dr. Gary Strauss, a professor of psychology 

at Rosemead.

Dr. Timothy Muehlhoff, a professor of 

communication at Biola, has spoken with 

his wife at Family Life Marriage conferences 

across the country for the past 11 years. He 

acknowledges the lack of shame that our 

culture now associates with divorce.

“There’s a concept out there called ‘starter 

“We had lots, 
lots in common...

tons of sports stuff, and
we watched games 

for hours...that was a real
basis for our relationship,

just riding bikes and 
playing catch.”

“Divorce used to be
seen as tragic in our
society, [but] now 

it’s even celebrated.”
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with Cameron,” White recalls.

White didn’t realize the strain having a 

child with autism would put on her life and her 

marriage. “When I was teaching a Bible study 

of several hundred women for many years, I 

would say, ‘This is making us stronger,’ and 

I was surprised when it wasn’t. I was naïve,” 

White says.

After 18 years, White’s marriage ended in 

divorce.

“Divorce feels like a failure,” White says, 

exposing her brokenness. “That’s a hard place. 

When you’re doing ministry, especially when 

your job is ministry and you’re divorced, it’s 

like, ‘Wow, the most important relationship I 

had in my life failed.’”

Now, four years later, White and her sons 

still deal with the effects of the divorce. Her 

thirteen-year-old sons, Logan and Boone, still 

remember their parents’ divorce clearly.

“The process just came so fast,” Boone 

says with a trace of disbelief in his voice. “It 

was really unexpected. To me, my parents were 

getting along really well, and it just happened.” 

Logan seems a little less shocked. The 

element of surprise was partially lost for him, 

he says, because his dad mentioned that there 

were arguments.   

“[Divorce] will devastate your children,” 

White says slowly, solemnly. “It’s horrible for 

them, and there is nothing I love more than my 

children. To see them go through that pain is as 

awful as anything you can imagine.” 

White’s voice is full of emotion as she 

remembers the moment her boys found out 

about the actual divorce process.

“There’s so much pain, and you just feel 

like you’re completely at a loss for everything. 

Everything seems so stopped.” 

White realized her children were feeling 

the same pain. “It was devastating,” she says.  “It 

was like the ground was taken away from under 

them, like everything they knew was taken. 

Everything you expected from life [is] gone, 

and you panic.”

“Not having a dad in the house is a little 

bit strange,” Boone says, stammering slightly. 

“There’s a weird feeling. The fi rst few years or so 

I was kind of feeling like I needed protection.” 

With more conviction in his voice, Boone 

continues, “I know that when I grow up, this 

isn’t going to happen to my kids.”

While preoccupying herself with helping 

her children cope with the divorce, White often 

neglected to acknowledge some of her own 

needs. 

“I’m really good at helping other people, 

and so I was really concerned about my kids,” 

White says. 

She admits that she often didn’t 

acknowledge her own pain and needs. 

“I was a really bad victim — I could never 

be hurt,” she says. “I remember my counselor 



marriage that you make all your mistakes in 

and then you move on to the next one.”

“Divorce used to be seen as tragic in 

our society, [but] now it’s even celebrated,” 

comments Dr. Erik Thoennes, a biblical studies 

professor at Biola. “It’s even seen as a wonderful 

demonstration of your own freedom and 

individuality and refusal to be unhappy.  I think 

the church has been very greatly infl uenced by 

that,” he says.

Thoennes thinks that the root of the issue, 

however, goes beyond the culture. The crux 

of this issue is sinful human nature, which 

directly infl uences culture. 

“When two fallen people seek to love 

each other on a daily moment-by-moment 

commitment basis, it can really test you,” 

he says. 

Muehlhoff believes other aspects of 

culture that aren’t necessarily considered 

“sinful” can be harmful for marriages as well. 

He specifi cally cites the hectic lives that most 

adults lead. 

Marriage in today’s competitive, self-

driven world can be diffi cult, especially if 

one spouse is going through graduate school 

or beginning a new job. Communication and 

interaction between spouses becomes sparser 

and often only arises in times of confl ict.  The 

average couple participates in meaningful 

conversation for only two to four minutes a 

day, says Muelhoff.

 “You just can’t have a good marriage and 

want to be the tops in your career [and] be 

the most engaged person in church,” he says. 

“There’s just not enough time or energy to do 

it, so I think [it’s] a huge problem that we’re 

crazy busy people, and our relationships take 

the toll.”

Muehlhoff encourages couples to be 

particularly wary of becoming excessively busy 

during their fi rst year of marriage. 

“That fi rst year, like any relationship, 

needs to get off on really good, solid 

footing, and so I would take that 

honeymoon year and really attend to 

each other, and not get overcommitted, 

but establish some really good patterns 

and interactions with each other,” 

Logan, 13, sits in support of his mom as she tells of the obstacles and and struggles she has overcome. He later talks about 
his perspective on the divorce and healing in his own life.

 “When two fallen 
people seek to love 

each other on a daily, 
moment-by-moment 
commitment basis, it 
can really test you.”
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saying, when you never set boundaries, people 

walk all over you, and then they hate you for it. 

That’s the opposite of what I always thought.” 

“I always thought, ‘Well, give and give and 

give. That’s the way you’re the perfect wife. Just 

do everything you’re supposed to.’ But really 

the perfect wife is submissive but also expects 

something and really lets people know what 

[she] needs, and I never did that very well at all. 

I didn’t have the confi dence to do it.” 

White believes that her past success as an 

athlete also made the divorce especially hard for 

her. “I was always an athlete, so it was always 

about performance.  To have this failure in my 

life was so big.”

White very clearly remembers the fi rst 

time that she returned to an empty home 

after the divorce. Her sons were gone for the 

weekend, and a good friend had insisted that 

White stay alone in the house to come to terms 

with the situation. 

“I didn’t want to be alone because I knew 

what that would look like, and I didn’t want to 

deal with it. I didn’t want to deal with that kind 

of real, raw pain, that ugly kind of crying.”

The fi rst few years were particularly 

diffi cult, especially when her sons were gone, 

White says. “I never wanted to be here because 

‘here’ was just too hard. I moved out of the 

master bedroom. I did everything I could to get 

away from the life I had before, even though 

it was in this house.  I changed as much as I 

could, physically and mentally, to see things 

differently.”

Accepting that she couldn’t do everything 

on her own and passing her burdens to God was 



he says. 

Likewise, Edwards often sees couples 

wrongfully assume that they will be exempt 

from challenges, resulting in a false optimism 

that can prove dangerous. 

He explains that newlyweds are “new 

to dealing with the process of [coping] with 

day to day challenges of the little things that 

make marriage challenging – the little hurts, 

the little slights that come from a harsh word 

spoken.” Incompatibilities tend to rise to the 

surface after marriage and create tension not 

present while they were dating. 

“The process of becoming a couple takes 

a long time,” says Muehlhoff. “Some writers 

say seven to nine years. People don’t know that. 

Love is a marathon, not a sprint.”

Biola students, however, deal with their 

own unique set of challenges in addition 

to those that plague most married couples. 

Edwards believes that Biola students are 

susceptible to spiritual disillusionment—they 

only seek spiritual compatibility and disregard 

general compatibility altogether.

“They’re disillusioned about how they 

can do their spiritual life together,” Edwards 

explains. “They think they’re going to have 

this wonderful time where they pray together 

and read their Bible together, and it doesn’t 

work out that way.”

Another issue that creates diffi culties 

for Christian marriages is that viewpoints on 

divorce vary from church to church. 

“The church needs to take a strong pro-

marriage stance,” Edwards says. “We have a 

diffi culty balancing and acknowledging truth 

and grace.”

 Thoennes adds, “The Bible says marriage 

is created by God.  It’s a bond He creates, and 

no court of law on a human level, no 

What you said about
Untying the Knot

Before coming to Biola, did you think you 
would fi nd the person you would marry 
at Biola?
YES: 30% 
NO: 70% 
Now that you are at Biola, do you think 
you will fi nd the person you will marry 
here?
YES: 38% said yes
NO: 62% said no
What age range is the right time to get 
married?
22-24: 54% 
25-27: 37% 
28-31: 4% 

83% of students’ parents are together
17% of students’ parents are separated

*Out of a survey of 271 students
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a huge step for White. It was diffi cult to admit 

that there were parts of her life that she was not 

“okay” with. She specifi cally remembers sitting 

on a rock at a retreat, listing off the areas of her 

like that she was dissatisfi ed with.

“It’s hard to really ask for help when you’re 

so used to being able to do it. Even asking help 

from God, you get to the point where you just 

think that God expects you to do it.”

White decided to be real with God. She 

says she told Him, “This doesn’t feel good. 

This is not what I wanted. This is not what I 

felt I deserved. I didn’t like it.” Just to tell God 

these things was healthy, she says. She has 

come to understand that part of being weak is 

acknowledging that there are places in your life 

you won’t like. 

The church provided great supported for 

Logan and Boone during the divorce. Boone says 

that the youth group really helped him through 

those times, and Logan is thankful for the one-

on-one talks he had with his youth pastor.  

“It helped that I’m on staff, and I could 

[ask] some of the guys to go hang out with my 

boys for a while,” White says.  “Our church has 

pulled all my boys through.”  

Having Cameron as their brother also 

helped the boys to go through the healing 

process, teaching them life lessons that often 

take people 30 years to grasp.

“It has changed their life a lot, but they’re 

so cool about it,” White says affectionately. 

“They have really learned to love their brother 

and learned that life doesn’t have to be in this 

box to be okay.”

“So in that way, even though these guys 

should never deserve to have a broken home, 

they were the most prepared for it because 

they’ve seen life be undone, and yet they’ve 

been able to move on.”

Although Cameron has evidently been a 

blessing to the family, having a handicapped son 

in the family has also had its diffi cult points.

“We all have scars,” White admits. “He’s 

violent, and the boys have lived with that.”

Logan recalls one such incident.  His friend 

came to the house and had his face scratched 

by Cameron. In response, the boy’s father called 

Logan and told him that his son couldn’t go 

over to his house anymore. 

“Sometimes a lot of parent’s reactions 

— or anyone’s — is, ‘You’ve got a freak for 

a brother,’” says Logan solemnly. He pauses, 

letting the an awkward silence sink in before 

continuing with a trembling voice, “It’s kind of 

weird.”  

“My boys have had to, since they were 

born, go to God with this brother that God 

allows to be very different from them. [They’ve 

had to] deal with the realities of that, which 

have absolutely changed their lives,” White 

explains. “They are better young men because 

of that, but it has also been different.”

“It’s really nice to be able to tell people 

what it’s like to have a brother like that. I 

just love my brother so much,” Boone says 

genuinely, making his mother smile. “It doesn’t 

really matter to me that he’s autistic.” 

White’s 18-year-old son, Trevor, a freshman 

at Seattle Pacifi c University, feels likewise.  He 

now serves as a respite worker for a seven-year-

old in a wheel chair, using the experience he 

gained from living with Cameron. 

For White, Cameron’s birth was the fi rst 

time that she fully had to accept her own 

weaknesses. 

“Cameron was the fi rst place ever in my life 

where I couldn’t do something better in order 



a huge part of assurance in that. He didn’t give 

up on you. He didn’t leave you. He still sees 

value in you, and in some ways the value has 

increased when it’s not so from other people. 

It’s purely from God,” she says smiling. “He will 

be glorifi ed even in failure.”

God has given White the opportunity to 

travel, speaking in churches and at women’s 

retreats.  She also counsels many women in her 

own church, many of whom are considering 

divorce. 

“I absolutely believe in marriage — a 

million times more than I ever did before,” 

White says. “I can tell [the women I counsel] 

human agreement or disagreement can 

break what God has created, what God has 

joined together.” 

He relates God’s design of marriage to 

humanity’s design of divorce.

“Marriage is a creation of God, so 

divorce is an attempt to break something 

that God has made, which can’t be done. 

Marriage is supposed to represent Christ and 

His church, and divorce lies about God. It 

lies about Christ and His church. It gives a 

picture of Christ and His church to the world 

that is wrong—inaccurate.”

Thoennes also believes that oftentimes 

Christians get married for the wrong reasons.

“[Marriage] is about a man and a 

woman entering into a relationship of 

lifetime commitment that will enable them 

to glorify God more with their lives than 

if they had stayed single. And if that’s not 

obviously the case, there’s no good reason for a 

Christian to get married,” he says.

While the culture may be slowly 

permeating the Christian community, 

Christian couples should still fi ght to remain 

set themselves apart. 

“The church always is called to be 

counter-cultural,” Muehlhoff says resolutely. 

“We’re resident aliens, Hebrews would say, 

so this is how we’re counter-cultural. We’re 

counter-cultural in twhat the church says, ‘No, 

divorce is not an option.’ That is one of the 

ways we need to remain counter-cultural. It’s 

a refuge for marriages, not where you’re going 

to call it quits for marriages.”

In a confusing world where the lines 

between truth and lies are quickly fading, 

how might Christians f ight to remain 

counter-cultural?

“Read [your] Bibles!” Thoennes advises 

Christians, holding out his own Bible. “We 

actually think we can love Jesus and not obey 

His word…It’s tragic the way we’re able to 

ignore the Bible when we’re unhappy.”

Christian marriages also have 

several advantages.

“Christian couples are tenaciously 

committed to marriage,” Edwards states. 

“They’ve got their teeth sunk in; they’re 

“[God] still sees value 
in you, and in some 
ways the value has 

increased when it’s not 
so from other 

people. It’s purely from 
God. He will be 
glorifi ed even 

in failure.”

“The church needs to 
take a strong pro-

marriage stance…we 
have diffi culty balanc-
ing and acknowledging 

truth and grace.”
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to make it okay,” White explains. “The harder 

I worked, it really wouldn’t make a difference 

for Cameron, and so that was a real shocking 

place for me.” 

Likewise, White fi nds that her experiences, 

both with Cameron and with the divorce, have 

opened up doors to reach more people. 

“I feel like I still have a place of ministry, 

and in a lot of ways my ministry has changed to 

understand a group of people I never would’ve 

understood,” White says. 

Her job in ministry support now consists 

almost entirely of counseling and teaching, 

and the encouragement that White gives to 

single women is much more personal and 

effective because she has gone through similar 

situations.

“I love to be able to minister to women 

and say, ‘God is faithful, very faithful, and you 

don’t have to wait for anything to happen in 

order to feel like you’re complete. You really, 

really can feel like that,’” she explains. 

White expresses her joy in God’s grace, 

especially in the way that He still uses her to 

minister to others.

“I feel like God’s still using me, and there’s 

that divorce is incredibly hard, and I can tell 

them the process of reconciliation seems hard 

to them right now, but it is so much better than 

fi nishing it.”

White also strives to help single mothers 

consider their children’s needs above their 

own. 

“I’m still 42 and I go to bed alone every 

night,” White says bluntly. “But the truth is, for 

me to go out and try to meet [my] need at cost 

to my kids is really brutal. And it’s not that you 

can’t get remarried. I am free to do that, I know, 

but should I get remarried? Is that the best thing 

for me to do?”

White fi nally feels content where her life 

is at, after learning from many diffi cult times 

and situations. 

“I think my own ego was probably 

misshapen from my own success. But I have 

learned just absolutely through the most 

humbling possible circumstances, especially 

through [Cameron],” White says. “It’s amazing 

when you get to the point where you look 

at your life and think, ‘Wow, I wouldn’t have 

expected this, but I wouldn’t change where I’m 

at for what I learned.’”



like bulldogs.” 

Edwards adds, however, “While com-

mitment is necessary, it is not suffi cient to 

build a healthy marriage.  Couples also need 

to learn the skills necessary to deal with 

conf lict constructively and grow together 

as friends and lovers.”

Muehlhoff has witnessed the power that 

faith can have within struggling marriages, 

watching God completely transform couples 

who appeared to be doomed. 

“I think there’s hope within the Christian 

community that God is this x-factor that can 

change your marriage and your life,” he says.

While Biola students may think they are 

at less of a risk to divorce than the rest of the 

population, the problem still exists. Instead of 

relating to the fallen world, Biola’s students 

should strive to be separate from the masses. 

The romanticized “ring by spring” 

mentality must be disregarded and replaced 

with a consideration of God’s timing, as well 

as a realistic look at the marriage relationship. 

Thoroughly considering all aspects of an 

upcoming union may prevent future heartache. 

Even simply waiting a few years can boost a 

marriage’s strength. 

“Couples are waiting a little bit longer, and 

we’re actually seeing a little bit of decrease in 

the divorce rate,” says Muehlhoff. “And we’re 

talking waiting from 23 to 25, 24 to 26, but 

those are crucial maturing years.”

His biggest piece of advice: don’t rush 

into marriage. 

“Relax. There are things more important 

than fi nding a spouse. God’s kingdom. Becoming 

Christ-like. Finding out what He wants you to 

do at this season of life,” Muehlhoff says. “The 

best thing you can give God at this season of 

your life is your freedom.”

What the nation 
says about 

Marriage and Divorce:
In 2004, the US Census Bureau reported 

that most people married only once

58% of women and 54% of men 15 and 
older said they only made one trip down 

the aisle

According to the National Marriage 
Project at Rutgers University:

8.1% of coupled households consist of 
unmarried heterosexual partners

The same study said that only 63% of 
American children grow up with bio-

logical parents – the lowest fi gure in the 
Western world.

the point | 27

Cameron, 13, greets his mother upon entering the house. Her son, who is both mentally challenged and severely autistic, has had a huge impact of both her life and his brother’s life 
and has encouraged and compelled them to grow as a family.
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My heart went out to the children of Mexico 
especially this little boy and his dog. After the photo 
was taken, he was really excited and drug me around 
taking photos of him and all his friends.

This little girl was 
photographed at the market we visited. It is not uncommon for siblings to look after eachother while their parents are working at the market place to make a living.
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Recess!
 50 Ways to Turn Back the Hands of Time

1. Have a handstand contest; see the world 

from a new perspective.

2. Jump on a trampoline for three 

hours straight.  (We’d advise against 

eating beforehand)

3. Use sidewalk chalk to create a 
master piece outside your dorm.

5. Put a horn on your bike and toot 

it all the time just to annoy students 

around campus.

6. Dust off Super Mario Bros. and relive 

the simple video games of the past.

 

8. Wake up early to eat sugary cereal 

while watching the Saturday morning 

cartoons. (We apologize in advance to 

any dentists reading this)

9. Giggle when someone uses the word 

but*.   (*Censored for your protection)

10. Keep eating candy until you get 

sick; then eat some more. (Again, 

sorry dentists)

11. Start a st icker col lect ion and 

put st ickers a l l over your stuff. Lisa 

Frank anyone?

12. Hold a contest to see who can hold 

their breath the longest. (Disclaimer: 

It would be preferable to perform this

 activity with someone who knows CPR)

13. Track down those cardboard boxes you 

used to move into your dorm room and 

create your own space station.

14. Grab your roommate, buy some 

fi nger paints and get messy creating art 

for your room. 

16. Play handclapping games like ‘Down, 

Down Baby’, ‘Miss Susie’, and ‘Slide’.

17. See who can blow the biggest 

bubble with bubblegum. (Then pop it 

on their face)

18. Find some reruns of ‘Family Matters’, 

‘Growing Pains’, and ‘Boy Meets World’ 

then claim a day to watch them all.

19. Buy a box of those Flintstone push pops 

everyone used to love and share them with 

your friends.

20. Make the mac’n’cheese from the 

blue box – you know the one. Or buy 

Lunchables – they’ve got lots of choices 

now. Nachos or pizza?

C
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F 7 . POGS. ‘Nuff said.

4.    Run through the                
           sprinklers with       
      your clothes on.

15.  Go to Sutherland or 
McNally at night and 
play Hide-and-Seek 
(or Sardines) with a 
big group of friends.
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21. Head for the nearest playground and 

go crazy – monkey bars, swings, slides – 

try them all. 

22. Watch ‘Little Rascals’ with a jar of 

pickles by your side. When you’re done 

with that movie, pop in ‘Sandlot’.

23. Listen to the soundtracks of Disney 

movies and sing along with Ariel and 

Jasmine. (You know you do it already…)

24. Drop the Fitness Center for a day and 

opt for a cardio workout, via competitive 

handball game. 

25. Carry around a purse with nothing 
useful in it. (I know, most of us still 

do this…)

26. Pretend you are Luke Skywalker, 

your friend is Darth Vader and the pool 

noodles are light sabers. 

28. Play Red Rover, Red Rover. (With 

caution to prevent injuries) 

29. Don’t step on a crack. (You’ll break 

your mother’s back)

30. Go to Baskin Robbins on Tuesday night 

and get an ice cream cone for a dollar. 

31. Start a game of copycat.

32. When someone calls you a name, 

reply, “I know you are, but what am I?”

34. Get some friends together for a seriously 

competitive game of jump rope.

35. Go outside with some friends at 

night and spin in circles until you are 

sick. Then have your friend point a fl ash 

light at you. Try to walk toward it. You 

won’t be able to.

36. Play tag (Al l var iat ions:   c lassic, 

freeze, cartoon…)

37. Make a build-a-bear. (Be sure to fi ll 

him with a lot of love)

38. Tie dye a t-shirt. (Or your room-

mates)

39. Watch a slinky walk down some stairs 

in your dorm. 

40. Make lanyards as Christmas presents 

for all of your friends.

41. Play tetherball or handball. (Tether. 

What a weird word)

42. Go outside with a magnifying glass 

at around noon…

43. Satisfy your taste buds and your child-

like heart with an Easy Bake Oven.

27. Take coins out of the
      fountain. (We never 
said this was how to 
be a good child)

44. Color some pages in a coloring book 

and put them up on your mini-fridge.

45. Get an intense water game started with 

water balloons, Super Soakers and Nerf 

Guns.

46. Bust out the roller blades. Easy on 

the spandex.

47. Stick gum in someone’s hair. (And then 

buy them a jar of peanut butter)

48. Find bubble wrap for the purpose of 

popping each bubble.

50. Start a rock collection when you get to 

the bottom.

33.Circle, circle, dot, 
dot, give someone 
a cootie shot.

49.     Roll down a hill    
   of grass. 
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Michael Drake was about 

nine years old lying in 

intense  pain on a       hospital 

bed while his heart 

consistently skipped a beat. The doctor could 

not figure out the cause of the problem. He 

warned Drake’s family that his life was in 

grave danger and his survival was contingent 

upon figuring out the source of the problem. 

Upon hearing the news his grandfather 

immediately laid his hands upon Drake’s 

heart and began praying for healing. When 

the doctor returned to the hospital room, 

to his sheer astonishment, he found Drake’s 

heart in working order.

Drake, a worship music major at Biola, 

recalls the change he felt after he was healed. 

With a still astounded smile on his face he 

says, “It gave me chills. It’s like when a horse 

gets off stride, when something jostles him. 

My heart was fumbling around, tumbling. 

It was like someone took my legs and put 

them back in place again. I literally could 

feel the blood f lowing again through my 

veins because my heart was beating again.”

Students at Biola may or may not have 

experienced miraculous healing like Drake 

describes. But thirty units of Bible, packed 

with stories of the physical healing power of 

Jesus and the Holy Spirit, can easily prompt 

questions about the nature of the gift of 

healing; especially for those lacking such 

first hand experience.

In reference to his grandfather, Drake 

says, “Literally every month I get an e-mail 

about something miraculous happening. God 

is so, so, so forward in his life. I couldn’t 

imagine him praying for someone and them 

not getting healed.”

Drake doesn’t believe the gift of healing 

is specific to individuals. “[The gift] is one 

instance in time when you are able to heal by 

being filled with the Holy Spirit,” he says.

Faith seems to be the power word 

when speaking about praying for healing. 

“Wavering faith is not something that God 

honors and we want to be careful that when 

we pray we’re not praying with disbelief 

or feeling that God could not do this,” says 

Dr. Dennis Dirks, dean of Talbot School of 

Theology. “I think the attitude we’re seeking 

to have is [one] with full belief that God can 

heal if He chooses to.”

“I think miracles don’t happen often 

because of lack of actual trust in God,” says 

Kimberly Bryan, a sophomore Christian 

Education major.

She is recalling a seemingly normal 

Sunday morning as a freshman, when she sat 

in the pews at Calvary 

Chapel Chino Hills. The 

pastor was speaking on 

miraculous healings 

and the power of the 

Holy Spirit, a very 

unique topic for their 

congregation. After the sermon, 13-year old 

Kelsey Tanaka, a student Bryan had been 

mentoring over the past year, approached 

Bryan and asked her to pray over her legs. 

Tanaka was forced to give up gymnastics 

two years earlier after developing Sever’s 

disease – a condition that results from injury 

in the growth plate of the heel. She began 

going to physical therapy two to three times 

a week and the doctors said she wouldn’t 

recover until she was around the age of 15 

and had quit growing. The disease, thus far, 

had brought two years of constant pain.

“I cried myself to sleep a lot. I would 

wake up in the middle of the night with 

my hand on my leg because of the pain. 

Walking up and down the stairs at school 

was torture,” says Tanaka.

When Bryan prayed for Tanaka, Tanaka 

said she felt something grab her leg. She 

thought it was Bryan, but she looked up 

and Bryan had not moved. So she bowed 

her head to continue to praying. When she 
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got home the night after the service there 

was no pain in her legs. She remained 

hesitant though, remembering how the pain 

had often eased for short periods in the past. 

But the pain had more than eased; it was 

gone.

The next day at school Tanaka decided 

to try to run a lap in her P.E. class. To the 

astonishment of her P.E. teacher, she ran a 

full mile – in under ten minutes. A day later, 

while she was driving home in the car with 

her mom, she told her that she wanted to 

run home. Her mom pulled over and Tanaka 

jumped out of the car and ran.

“That was like the first time I got 

to take it all in, that I could run again,” 

Tanaka said, remembering how the she 

felt as if the Lord was running right there 

beside her.

In reference to Matthew 10:7-8, 

where Jesus tells His followers to heal 

the sick and to give in the same way that 

you have received, Bryan says, “A person 

who has true faith in miraculous healings 

realizes that…we have been blessed beyond 

compare. Praying for healing for someone 

and believing that God will show up and 

work powerfully in his children’s lives is all 

that is desired of you.” 

Bryan was foreign to the practice of 

praying for healing before her experience 

with Tanaka. “It made my faith stronger. 

The Lord can use anyone if you’re willing 

and able,” she says.

Although Biola has no official position 

on the practice of praying for healing, Dirks 

says Biola seeks to follow what has been laid 

out in Scripture. Passages such as Matthew 

7:7 and John 15:16 immediately come to 

mind, where Jesus tells His followers to 

ask in His name and it will be given. The 

passages, Dirks says, “[aren’t] wide open, 

‘whatever you want’ [promises], but [Jesus] 

is communicating that the Father hears the 

requests of His children.”

He adds, “We also believe that God is 

sovereign, [and] that because he is sovereign, 

He can and does choose to give those gifts 

when and where they can best be used and 

should be used. We’re not in a position 

where we can determine what God’s will is, 

that’s up to God.”

Josh Tongol, now a sophomore at Talbot 

Seminary, found himself dealing with this 

matter of “when and where” for the first 

24 years of his life. Tongol was born with 

only one hand. He grew up in a charismatic 

church and has received prayer for his hand 

multiple times to no visible avail. After 

almost a decade of personal debate, he feels 

he has come to understand healing and 

the miraculous on a personal level. Most 

importantly, Tongol has come to understand 

that there is redemptive suffering.

“But I still want to emphasize God’s 

power to heal; [that we should] expect 

healing,” he says.

The climax of this debate began 

Tongol’s senior year of high school when 

he went to see a televangelist who is 

known for his “miracle crusades” preach at 

a conference in LA. He was sure he would 

finally receive healing for his hand. So 

sure, he told his friends he would return 

home healed.

Tongol left the crusade unhealed, 

disappointed, and embarrassed. In more 

charismatic circles, there’s a common belief 

that failure to see healing happen is the 

direct result of sin or lack of faith. Tongol 

didn’t buy into this; soon after, he left his 

church and gave up on praying for his hand 

to be healed. “I was pretty confident that the 

healers that I had seen were frauds, though 

I still believed that God could heal,” Tongol 

said. 

For eight years Tongol spoke whole-

heartedly to his friends against the sign gifts 

– the prophetics, speaking in tongues, and 

healing. During this time, Tongol referred 

to himself as “open, but cautious.” Looking 

back, Tongol’s believes his “open, but 

cautious” beliefs caused a lack of practice of 

faith.

“I didn’t expect much when I prayed for 

healing,” Tongol remembers.

Over the course of the last two years 

God led him back to full-f ledged faith in the 

miraculous gifts, which Tongol says is an 

absolute necessity when praying for healing. 

He stresses a desire to make sure his faith is 

evident in his actions.

“There’s a difference between being 

open to something and actually pursuing 

it,” he says, “When I see someone [who is] 
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Heading up the healing ministry on campus last year, 
Joshua Tongol, now a Talbot student, has been speaking 
in many different churches and has prayed for healing 
for numbers of people including some Biola students 
that have been healed by God through Tongol.

A youth ministry volunteer, Kimberly Bryan, had the 
opportunity to be used by God in the healing of a little 
girl who struggled from sever pain in her legs.



sick, I’m really going to pray hard.”

Though Tongol has not seen his own 

hand healed, he knows one day it will be 

healed. He says the only question is at what 

time. He knows it is possible. He has prayed 

for and witnessed many miraculous healings 

in the past year – one, in particular, took 

place on campus. 

During fall semester of last year, Tongol 

and his friend, Bryan Ricafranca, went to 

the Rose of Sharon Prayer Chapel with the 

deliberate intention of finding someone to 

pray over. 

Upon entering the chapel, Tongol and 

Ricafranca found Grant Ognibene praying. 

Ognibene sat on one of the cushioned 

pews praying and pleading with God to do 

something radical.

Tongol and Ricafranca approached 

Ognibene and asked if they could pray for 

him. Ognibene was receptive. He asked 

them to pray for two things: his thumb, 

which he had injured while moshing 

at a concert, and his major, which he 

was feeling unsure about. Tongol asked 

if there was anything else. Ognibene 

said they could pray for his ankle which 

he injured his sophomore year of high 

school. For three years he had struggled 

to play football, visiting various doctors 

and receiving x-rays that said nothing was 

wrong. Despite x-ray results, Ognibene was 

still in constant pain. 

Tongol told Ognibene to lift his leg up 

onto the pew and he and Ricafranca began 

to pray over Ognibene’s ankle. Within a 

few seconds, Ognibene felt his foot tingling 

– like it was falling asleep. The tingling 

went on for a few hours, but the pain had 

immediately left his ankle.

“Grant was trippin’ out a lot!” Tongol 

laughs.

That evening, Ognibene decided to try 

and play volleyball with some friends after 

being prayed over. He played late into the 

night and experienced absolutely no pain

Sporting athletic attire complete with a 

white sweat band around his head, Ognibene 

smiles and says he played all three fall 

intramural sports and soccer and basketball 

spring semester in 2006 – something he 

never would have been able to do with the 

condition his ankle was in before it was 

healed. 

“It’s definitely shown me God is God, 

nothing is too hard for him”, Ognibene says. 

That night he definitely experienced the 

“radical something” he had prayed for. 

In Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem 

defines a miracle as “a less common kind of 

God’s activity in which he arouses people’s 

awe and wonder and bears witness to 

himself”. Although they both arouse awe 

and wonder, there is a difference between 

the disappearance of the f lu bug and the 

reformation of a limb. 

Dr. Ken Berding, Associate Professor 

of New Testament at the Talbot School of 

Theology, says Christians are called to pray 

for healing; multiple examples in Scripture 

make this clear. His only hesitation: 

exaggerations. “We live in between the 

times; we live in between the ages. We do 

see healings, though not necessarily to the 

same degree as Jesus did,” he says. 

He says exaggerations may cause anxiety 

and internal dissonance. He disagrees with 

the belief that God always wants you to be 

healed from sickness or disability and that 

it is your fault if you do not get healed. 

We see God allowing suffering throughout 

the Bible, such as in the book of Job, for 

example. “Jacob had a limp. Paul had a thorn 

in his f lesh,” Berding adds.

Reports of malfunctioning hearts, 

aching ankles and diseased legs suddenly 

functioning correctly because of prayers 

spoken in Jesus’ name portray God’s power 

and presence in the modern-day. Christians 

are mandated to pray for each other in 

everything, including healing, with full 

faith in this power. 

Dirks says, “[Prayer for healing] is a 

legitimate part of our relationship with God. 

It’s a legitimate part of our concern for our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, even for those 

outside the faith.”

Such faith trusts that beyond this, it is 

up to God.

Refl ecting on his experience, Ogni-

bene says, “I think someone who has 

great faith in the power of miraculous 

healing is humble…always giving God 

the glory and acknowledging it’s because 

of Him and through Him that [people are 

miraculously healed.”
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The healing of Grant Ognibene’s ankle has 
allowed him to play football again. Ognibene 
can now do pretty much anything on his an-
kle now that God has healed him through the 
prayer of two Biola students during an After 
Dark chapel.

“There’s a difference 

between being open 

to something and 

actually pursuing it,” 

he says, “When I see 

someone [who is] sick, 

I’m really going to 

pray hard.”
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